
Hilly terrain and gravel roads lead strong riders along one of the most 
scenic routes in Bruce County, and to a postcard-picture-perfect 
lighthouse. 
 
Lion’s Head is a great launching pad, mostly because it’s a wonderful 
place to return to. The setting is gorgeous on the blue Isthmus Bay 
under the white cliffs of the Niagara Escarpment. There’s a lovely sand 
beach and quaint lodging and dining options.

Touch the lighthouse at the Lion’s Head Marina and you’re off, tracing 
the lakeshore, then pedaling inland to Forty Hills Rd. There’s good 
reason why it’s called Forty Hills Rd. Through farmland and cedar bush, 
it’s a twisty, turny, up and down cardio romp.

The large, exquisite limestone church that marks a spot in the middle 
of nowhere is St Margaret’s Chapel, built in 1925. Buffalo roam in 
fields across the street, and the threatened Massasauga rattlesnake 
can occasionally be seen soaking in the sun on the asphalt. 

The highlight of this route is the final 10 km stretch from Dyer’s Bay 
along Cabot Head Rd. The road winds right along the water’s edge with 
the 45-m-high escarpment framing the way.

At a culvert with a small waterfall, Gillies Lake empties into Georgian 
Bay and a small trail scrambles uphill to the remains of an old log 
chute. 

The historic Cabot Head Lighthouse with its interpretive trails, museum 
and gallery lie awaiting at the end of the road. If you’ve got an eye for 
birds, bring binoculars to spy on the flocks in adjacent Wingfield Basin.

For a full list of
restaurants and accommodations

visit www.sunsets.com, 
or www.explorethebruce.com

1-800-268-3838

Best of the Bays 

Goal: Wiarton to Cape Croker   

 Lighthouse

Distance: 74 km loop

Surface: Only the final 9 km stretch to  

 the lighthouse is unpaved 

Cautions: This is bear country; bike with  

 bear bells. Also, dogs tend   

 to run loose at the Cape, though

 they are familiar to cyclists.

The route from Wiarton to Lion’s Head along quiet 
Bruce Rd 9 features meanders, some hills, and a 
nice beach on each end. Go out-and-back or ride 
the even quieter extension loop for more beaches 
and great views.

Out of Wiarton brace yourself for a thigh-burning, 
out-of-the-saddle climb. Then catch your breath at 
Spirit Rock Conservation Area and explore the ruins 
and spiral staircase on the Niagara Escarpment. 

Don’t let the view distract you too much on the 
steep descent into the village of Colpoys Bay. 
Onwards is upwards with a long climb back out 
of the village. You’ll pass the fat-tire playground 
of Bruce Peninsula Mountain Bike Adventure Park, 
and pass the Living Carpet rural garden (www.
ruralgardens.ca).

For a side trip, Hope Bay is a quaint place with a 
great beach, cliffs, and Bruce Trail access, but be 
prepared for a tough climb back out. From here its 
just 14 km further to the welcoming beach in the 
harbour at Lion’s Head. 

On the way back, head west on Barrow Bay Rd. 
There is a 4 km stretch of gravel on Daddy Weir Rd, 
before you reach Pike Bay Rd and go west. Connect 
with Sunset Drive and roll on south to the protected 
beaches of Howdenvale, Red Bay, and Oliphant 
which offer some of the best kite surfing in North 
America. Bruce Rd 13 takes you past picturesque 
lakes and the ‘Rural Rootz’ garden (www.
ruralgardens.ca) on your way back to Wiarton. 

This is a journey through First Nations territory to 
a secluded lighthouse on Georgian Bay. The start 
is the same as Route 2 - there’s a climb out of 
Wiarton, you’ll pass the intriguing Spirit Rock 
Conservation Area, make a grand descent into 
Colpoys Bay, and see the pretty waterfall on Kribs 
Rd. 

Then, veering onto Purple Valley Rd, you may want 
to visit Patrick’s Paradise (www.ruralgardens.ca). 
Coveney’s  Rd is a fun downhill into the Chippewas 
of Nawash Reserve. An old stone building serves 
as the police station. All R’s Gas Bar and Restaurant 
sometimes has traditional food, fresh white fish 
and homemade pie.  

There’s a beautiful stretch along the lakeshore 
and a government dock extending into the bay. 
The road to the lighthouse cuts through forest 
and ends with a view. The lightstation itself was 
the first in Canada to have its fog plant and light 
powered by electricity.

On the return, Sydney Bay Rd will have you 
immersed in Ontario-rare grassland habitat. 
Where the road climbs, forest takes over. It’s a long 
climb, all the way to Boundary Rd, but Bayview 
Park provides a break on a cliff edge overlooking 
Sydney Bay.

For a side trip, take Park Rd down to Cape Croker 
Park. With the Niagara Escarpment as its backdrop, 
it’s a gorgeous campground with nature trails, 
a boardwalk and canoe rentals. At its entrance, 
Sydney Bay Store and Café includes Indian tacos, 
bannock, and Ojibway crafts.

Escarpment
Coast 2 Coast 

Saugeen First 
Nation #29

Beach Hop

Goal: Wiarton to Big Bay

 
 and beyond

Distance: 60 km loop

Surface: Fully paved

Goal: Wiarton to Hepworth,   

 
Sauble Beach and Oliphant

Distance: 65 km loop

Surface: Fully paved
Goal: Sauble Beach to Southampton

Distance: 62 km loop 

Surface: 17 km of gravel road

Goal: Southampton to Port ElginDistance: 17 km loop on rail trail or  22 km loop on roadSurface: Paved road; hardpacked  rail trail 

From the high cliffs at Wiarton to the flat beach 
at Oliphant, this route loops across the peninsula 
through a diversity of settings.

Heading south out of Wiarton there’s a steep climb 
amidst traffic, but once on Grey Rd 17, the way is 
level and quiet. Hepworth breaks the serenity. This 
small community with a busy intersection is home 
to a very popular Tim Horton’s, Suntrail Outfitters 
and Whispering Pines Campground. 

There are two options for going west: Spring 
Creek Rd and Silver Lake Rd. Both streak through 
farmland; the former takes you past some beautiful 
old barns but tends to flood in spring. 

Sauble Beach features an 11-km-long strand of 
golden sand, festivity and plenty of lunch options. 
Be sure to bring a bike lock so you can indulge. 
The next point of interest is Sauble Falls; the wide, 
low cascade is visible from the road.

North to Oliphant, Bruce Rd 13 has high traffic 
while Bay St along the lakeshore is twisty; ride 
with caution and mind the blind corners. Oliphant 
is situated in low land with wetland and a shallow 
beach. A boardwalk with interpretive signs winds 
through a fen 2 km north of Oliphant Way.

Eastwards, a probable tail wind will assist you over 
the rolling hills. The crossing of the Rankin River 
marks an historic portage site. Then, just 3.5 km 
before Wiarton, is the creative and colourful Rural 
Rootz garden (www.ruralgardens.ca), open daily 
except Tuesdays.

From Sauble Beach south to Southampton and back, this 
route journeys past one great lake plus six small ones set 
amongst hills. 

Along the shore of Lake Huron, roads are busy and narrow 
with hardly a shoulder. While the traffic isn’t fast, there’s a lot 
of it, along with people walking, biking, carrying inner tubes 
and coolers. First thing in the morning is best for riding, and 
be sure to hold a straight line.

A somewhat quieter alternative is French Bay Rd. It ends in 
Saugeen First Nation #29, home to the Saugeen Amphitheatre 
overlooking the Saugeen River. It’s a stunning place to picnic 
or to just take a break. From here to Southampton is an 
unavoidable 3 km segment on busy Hwy 21. Fortunately, the 
shoulder is wide and the traffic is subdued with a speed limit 
of merely 50 km/h.

The first of the small lakes is Fairy Lake right in Southampton 
off High St. Soon after, the residential area gives way to 
countryside. After crossing the Saugeen River the terrain 
begins to roll, the route beats back and forth, and road 
conditions oscillate between paved and gravel. It’s peaceful; 
the only thing penetrating the silence is the rumble of a far-
off tractor.

You’ll pass the lakes of Arran, Chesley, Maryville, Gould and 
finally Silver. None are accessible, not from this side anyway. 
Save your swim for the return to Sauble Beach - in the Great 
Lake.

Beach to beach, ice cream to French fries, museum 
to miniature train - whatever connection you’d like to 
make, this loop combines two hot spots on Lake Huron. 

Follow the shoreline one way and come back on the 
rail trail or, for a longer loop, enjoy the marked country 
roads. This ideal family trip is not too long and offers 
attractions and restaurants at either end.  Be sure to 
bring a bike lock so you can stop and indulge.

Following the shoreline, a paved path takes you along 
the lakeside with easy rollers and curves. Miramichi 
Bay in particular is stunning.

The Saugeen Rail Trail is hardpacked and surfaced with 
crushed limestone. It’s an easy cruise without hills or 
vehicles, amidst fields and through the backyards of 
both towns. In Port Elgin, look for the high school on the 
east side of the rail bed that marks the intersection of 
Gustavus St - your exit point. 
 
What to do? Port Elgin is home to a flea market every 
Wednesday all summer, beach concerts every Sunday 
night all summer and a miniature steam train welcomes 
you to hop aboard. Goderich St is the main street with 
terrific cafés.

Southampton has a 4-km-long beach that’s quiet and 
dotted with swing sets. Fun shops and eateries line High 
St while the works of local artists can be seen in the 
Southampton Art Gallery. You can find bike rentals and 
repairs at Martin’s Bicycle Shop, and all your outdoor 
needs at Thorncrest Outfitters. The Bruce County 
Museum & Cultural Centre on Victoria Street, features 
an extensive history of Bruce County and all it entails. 
From interactive exhibits to programs for kids and 
adults – one visit will have you buying a membership! 
(www.brucemuseum.ca) 

This popular cycling loop traces the shore of Colpoys Bay into Owen 
Sound Bay while also running adjacent to the striking ridge of the 
Niagara Escarpment.

It’s a long slow climb from Wiarton to Oxenden, but what goes up 
comes down in two great descents - one after Bruce’s Caves, and 
another near Colpoy’s Lookout Conservation Area. Check out the 
massive undercut caves and the spectacular view, but also heed the 
following word of caution: at the base of each hill is a blind curve, and 
there’s a tendency to swing into the oncoming lane; mind your brakes 
and stay in control. 
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Lighthouses North
Goal:  Lion’s Head Lighthouse to   Cabot Head Lighthouse
Distance: 80 km out-and-back
Surface: 60% paved, 40% gravel
Cautions: Self-sufficiency required;  there are no amenities  en route

Beaches North
Goal: Wiarton to Lion’s Head

Distance: 70 km out-and-back or 

 91 km loop

Surface: Main route paved. Loop

 extension mostly paved,

 4 km of gravel

Cautions: Hwy 6 out of Wiarton is busy
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Big Bay has rewards. There’s ice cream at Big Bay General Store, and an 
idyllic picnic site at Keppel Croft (www.ruralgardens.ca).

South from Big Bay the going is flat and easy. It’s where you steer away from 
the water that the route climbs again, up a tier of the escarpment. A United 
Church marks Kemble - but not the end of the climb. The road winds for 
another 5 km to the escarpment top. 

At Wolseley the route rolls amidst mature maples. You’ll skirt Lake Charles 
and its conservation area, and cross Gleason Brook with its adjacent pottery 
shop. Then just before Oxenden, a fantastic descent begins that runs all the 
way back down to Wiarton. 

Maps were produced by the County of Bruce using data supplied in part under license by the Ontario 
Geospatial Data Exchange.  Maps are © 2015 County of Bruce, and are used by Lake Huron 

Shoreline Tourism Partners with permission.

Bruce 
County

Please note that all road cycling routes are subject to interruption 
due to road closures, construction and safety hazards. Proper safety 
equipment for road cycling is recommended. Ride at your own risk.



Beaches South Lighthouses
South

Saugeen River

Eight Mills

Greenock Swamp

Goal:  
Port Elgin to Kincardine

Distance: 110 km out-and-back

Surface: Paved except for a 3 km 

 
stretch at Brucedale

  
Conservation Area 

Caution:  South of Port Elgin is a 1 km

 
stretch along busy Hwy 21

Goal:  Kincardine to Point Clark 

 and Ripley

Distance: 55 km loop 

Surface: Paved road

Goal:  Port Elgin to Paisley

Distance: 45 km loop

Surface: Paved with exception to a 

 6 km gravel stretch 

Goal: Paisley to Williamsford  
 and Welbeck
Distance: 100 km loop 
Surface: Mostly paved; there are 
 a few gravel areas in the  
 further reaches

Goal: Paisley to Greenock Swamp

Distance: 63 km loop with shorter   

 options

Surface: Paved road with small

  section of gravel

Along the coast of Lake Huron this route links a trove of beaches, each with its 
own virtue. 

Port Elgin’s beach is delightfully animated with a beach concert every Sunday 
night, and a flea market on Wednesdays all summer long. In contrast, the strand 
at Goble’s Grove is quiet and peaceful. MacGregor Point Provincial Park has a 
playground on its main beach and a chain of coves linked by forested trail. (Day-
use fee applies.) You can look for turtles and herons at the wetland of Brucedale 
Conservation Area and enjoy the swimming hole, playground and picnic area at 
its south end.

Now brace yourself.  What comes into view is the world’s largest nuclear energy 
complex, Bruce Power.  Check out the exhibits at the nearby Visitors’ center on 
Bruce Rd. 20 and discover how Bruce Power supplies 30 percent of Ontario’s 
electricity.  While you’re there, have a look at Ontario’s first commercial wind 
farm, Huron Wind, and learn how wind energy provides about 4 percent of the 
province’s power. 

Next up is Inverhuron Provincial Park with its spectacular stretch of soft, white 
sand. (Day-use fee applies.) Just outside the park is a convenience store and 
restaurant, while nearby Tiverton offers pub grub, ice cream and great fudge.

At Stoney Island Conservation Area you can follow hardpacked trails to a smooth 
stone beach. Then into Kincardine you’re led along the town’s main drag. Stop 
for a bite then head down to the beach, strut the boardwalk, and if you haven’t 
already done so, take a dip! 

Tracing the course of the meandering Saugeen River from 
Port Elgin to Paisley, this route runs on paved roads on the 
river’s east side and gravel roads on its west. The gravel 
roads are well maintained and hard-packed; any hybrid 
will do. Traffic is minimal except on Bruce Rd 3, which gets 
cottage country volume heading north on Fridays and south 
on Sundays. It has broad shoulders but a quieter option via 
Lockerby is also provided. 

Between September and November, Smith’s Apples and 
Farm Market (www.smithapples.com) is open with apple and 
maple products, and even activities for the kids. Dunblane 
Historical Church is one of the oldest churches in Bruce 
County, built in 1859. Saugeen Bluffs Conservation Area 
is a beautiful, photogenic park on the river where sunlight 
streams through the trees and eagles soar overhead. Also 
of note is an old schoolhouse where renowned artist David 
Milne taught in the early 1900s.

At Paisley, where the Saugeen meets the Teeswater River, 
Stop for a bite to eat. Enjoy a walking tour of heritage sites 
or tour the many galleries. Visit the Treasure Chest Museum 
and walk the riverside trails.

Back in Port Elgin, top off the day by watching the sunset 
from the beach. You might even be able to catch a concert 
at the gazebo. 

This century ride features a tour of century-old mills in Mennonite 
country. You’ll be sharing the road with horse and buggy while visiting 
these charming historic landmarks and community icons.

The route begins in Paisley at Nature’s Millworks - also known as 
Stark’s Mill -which stands five stories high and is probably Ontario’s 
tallest wooden mill. Built in 1885, today it is home to an art gallery 
and craft shop. Three other mills in Paisley lie at the confluence of the 
Teeswater and Saugeen rivers, at the intersection of Queen and Goldie 
streets. They are now the establishments of Back Eddies, Paisley 
Architectural Millworks and Cowan Canoes. 

Chesley has two mills - McClure’s Mill, now used for storage, and 
Chesley Mill, which has been converted into apartments. 

The 1858-built Williamsford Mill has undergone significant renovations 
as well. Today the old flourmill is being used as a Bookstore and 
Café, and as a producer of electricity that feeds into the provincial 
power grid. Take a break, find a book and enjoy a meal. Also in the 
neighbourhood is the Williamsford Pie Company - if you want to 
appease your sweet tooth.   

Lastly, there’s the Welbeck Sawmill, the youngest mill of the lot. Built 
in 1984, it’s a replica of the old sawmill that once stood in its place 
and sports a hardware store. 

As for the ride itself, expect quiet country roads, light rollers, and 
probable bugs around the wetlands near Crawford. Don’t forget your 
camera. 

From Paisley this route runs south to the 
Greenock Swamp Complex - Ontario’s largest 
forested wetland. Here, lush mature maples 
form a canopy over the road, making it 
particularly gorgeous in fall. 

Heading out of Paisley, Nature’s Millworks 
(Stark’s Mill) marks the first of many crossings 
over the Teeswater River. Beyond it lie 
pastureland and the treed fields of Keyzer’s 
Fruit Farm. At Glammis the road dips into the 
woods then climbs to a flat expanse that rides 
fast when the wind is right.  

Reaching the swamp complex at Concession 
6 you’re immersed in cool shade. Thick trees 
with enormous branches grow in open water on 
either side of the road. Vast stands of white pine 
were once harvested from the swamp with the 
construction of canals and even a railway.

The terrain becomes hilly approaching 
Chepstow. In this hamlet you can enjoy lunch 
in a glass enclosed dining area overlooking a 
millpond at the King Eddy Inn. 

Hills continue to the north. Roads drop into 
communities and climb back out with a view. 
First at Cargill, where there’s a lovely park 
beside a pond, and again at Pinkerton with its 
old mill and collection of century-old buildings 
including a church and antique shop in a former 
general store.

Sugarhouse Studio on Concession 14 provides 
an excuse for a pretty side trip. Ahead lie the 
Bradley School House and an artesian well 
where water springs from a pipe in the ground. 
There’s another old school house on Bruce Rd 
1, then a grand climb before coasting down into 
Paisley. 

A Bruce Peninsula Mountain Bike 
Adventure Park - Bruce County’s 
premier off-road riding location 
features a pump track, and a whack 
of other creative challenges, all 
spread out amidst a rambunctious 
20 km network of looped singletrack 
trails. 

B  Brant Tract - Presents 20 km of 
singletrack, all well-marked and 
mapped. Some trails are ideal for 
families, while others are more 
suitable for the veteran rider.  The 
majority of trails have bridges and 
the property elevation is constantly 
changing throughout the trails.

C  Carrick Tract - This 8 km trail network 
flows into hollows, across slopes and 
over ridges, all on the big belly of a 
wooded moraine.

D Lindsay Tract - North of Lion’s Head, 
the Lindsay Tract is a new trail 
network being developed, presently 
with 10 km of single track through 
hardwood forest. Elevation has been 
added using rock formations that offer 
great mountain biking experiences.

E  MacGregor Point Provincial Park - On 
the shore of Lake Huron, this park 
offers families 15 km of easy trails 
through woods, across wetland and 
along the lakeshore to sandy coves.

F  Inverhuron Bike Park – this fat-tire 
playground offers drops, dirt jumps 
and freeride features.

G  Saugeen Rail Trail – This 7-km-long 
rail trail runs from Southampton to 
Port Elgin, and then beyond. For more 
information see Tour #7 Beach Hop. 

H  Georgian Bluffs Trail - From Owen 
Sound to Park Head, this 17-km-
long rail-trail crawls up the Niagara 
Escarpment with views of Georgian 
Bay.

In addition, there are numerous local 
multi-use trails in communities including 
Walkerton (6 km), Chesley (4 km), 
Kincardine (22 km), Paisley (6 km) and 
Hanover (11 km).

MountainBiking
Off-road riding possibilities are a plenty for all levels of riders:

Legend Cycling Routes

River Valley

The charm of small town Ontario is featured in this loop, linking five 
intriguing communities and their river heritage. Old stone heritage buildings, 
antique shops, art galleries, mom-and-pop restaurants, parks and trails, and 
a classic brewery add to the atmosphere of the journey. As each community 
lies in a valley, you’ll be gliding in and climbing out. 

Start in Walkerton, the county seat of Bruce County, following its main street 
through the well-developed downtown core. Riverbend Park on the Saugeen 
River has the remnants of the mill that spawned the town’s settlement. 
Heading south on Sideroad 15, look to the right for a terrific view of town.

Hanover has 11 km of trails in the Saugeen River Valley. To explore downtown 
simply continue north 1 km past the hospital to 10th Street where the action 
is. South of town is the Sulphur Spring 
Conservation Area with parkland, trails 
and ducks and geese galore.

Onwards to Neustadt, hold your line; 
there’s a steady stream of traffic on 
Grey Rd 10. In the village, Neustadt 
Springs Brewery is a big stone building 
with a licensed summer patio. Tours of 
its underground springs and manmade 
caverns are offered on weekends.

The road to Mildmay presents one hill 
after another. The village is known for 
the Cheese Haus, and for great butter 
tarts at Harley’s Pub and Perk. It also 
has the county’s first and oldest Home 
Hardware store.

At Formosa, a big Catholic Church 
stands on top of a hill while the village 
lies at the valley bottom. Picnic in the 
park beside Formosa Creek, browse 
Oberle’s General Store, built in 1866, 
and prepare for a final grunt of a climb 
on the way out.
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This ride features the shoreline of Lake Huron; it 
offers intriguing beaches, inspiring communities, 
and a couple of lighthouses.

The Kincardine Lighthouse, an octagonal wooden 
tower built into the harbour hillside, features 
a marine museum. The adjacent beach has 
a boardwalk with interpretive signs on local 
shipwrecks. Saturday nights watch the Kincardine 
Pipe Band, marching down Main Street.

Heading south, from Kincardine to Point Clark. En 
route lies Boiler Beach with its namesake steam 
boiler from the wreck of the Erie Belle visible on 
shore.

The route’s second half climbs to the top of a ridge 
about half-a-km inland, and runs along its crest all 
the way to Lurgan, at the mouth of the Pine River.

The Point Clark Lighthouse was built in 1859. 
Visit the museum and climb to the top of the 
26.5-m-high limestone tower. On a calm day 
you can actually see the dangerous shoals under 
water that lake freighters have to navigate around.

The Ripley loop crosses numerous tributaries of 
the Pine and Penetangore rivers. You’ll have the 
wind at your back heading out. The road is smooth, 
the going is fast, and the small community makes 

for a delightful destination.
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Goal: Walkerton to Hanover,  Neustadt, Mildmay and    Formosa  
Distance: 60 km 
Surface:  Paved
Cautions: Community main streets can   be busy; ride with care
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