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ONTARIO BY BIKE RIDE  
SARNIA LAMBTON LOOP 2025 

 
 

Self Guided Ride Itinerary 
 
Total Ride Distance: 162km 
Suggested Ride Time: 2 Days / 1 Night 
 
Experience Level and Ride Guide: Moderate. Riders need to be comfortable riding on roads with vehicle 
traffic and limited paved shoulders. The majority of the ride is on quiet country roads with little traffic 
outside of Sarnia. The route includes segments of paved roads, gravel roads, the paved Bluewater Trail 
and a 7.5km stretch on the Howard Watson Trail, a hard packed stone dust gravel trail. Thanks to the flat 
topography of the area, there are limited elevation changes making this a suitable ride for hybrid bikes, 
mountain bikes, gravel and road bikes with wider tires. 
 
Ride Start Location & Parking: Dresden. Our group parked in the parking area behind/just west of 
Dresden Arena (Ken Houston Memorial Agricultural Centre) - 1212 North St, Dresden, ON. Please 
request permission from the municipality of Chatham-Kent or find an alternate parking location.  
  
Ride Finish Location: Same location as start – Dresden or another point on the loop.   
 
Overnight Accommodations: For our Ontario By Bike we stayed at the Holiday Inn Express Sarnia-Point 

Edward, but there are many bicycle friendly accommodations to discover in Sarnia and Lambton 
County. 
 

Digital Route Map:  
FREE digital route navigation courtesy of our Ride with GPS Tourism Account. Using the links 

below, and downloading the Ride with GPS app on your mobile device, you can enjoy full turn 
by turn directions for each route using a free Ride with GPS account.  
• Day 1 – Dresden to Sarnia - ridewithgps.com/routes/51888167 
• Day 2 – Sarnia to Dresden - ridewithgps.com/routes/51888173 

 
Use below to find out more about ride areas and plan an extra day or two to see more. 

• Ontario By Bike Lambton County – www.ontariobybike.ca/southwestontario 
• Ontario By Bike Chatham-Kent – www.ontariobybike.ca/chathamkent 
• Tourism Sarnia Lambton – Ontario’s Blue Coast – www.ontbluecoast.com 
• Ontario’s Southwest Tourism – www.ontariossouthwest.com 
• Visit Chatham-Kent – www.chatham-kent.ca/visitck 

 
  

https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/point-edward/yzrpe/hoteldetail
https://www.ihg.com/holidayinnexpress/hotels/us/en/point-edward/yzrpe/hoteldetail
https://www.ontariobybike.ca/business-directory/?dosrch=1&q=&wpbdp_view=search&listingfields%5B2%5D=&listingfields%5B4%5D=Sarnia+%26+Lambton+County&listingfields%5B7%5D=
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/51888167
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/51888173
https://www.ontariobybike.ca/southwestontario
https://www.ontariobybike.ca/chathamkent
https://ontbluecoast.com/
https://www.ontariossouthwest.com/
https://www.chatham-kent.ca/visitck
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What You Need to Know 
RIDE DETAILS 

 
Day 1: Dresden to Sarnia - 85km 
Ride Start Location: Dresden 
 
Saturday Ride Recommendation:  
• If you need to use public washrooms before start, visit Tim Hortons in Dresden. 
• Enjoy a pleasant relatively flat rural road ride through Lambton County, as we ride north to meet Lake 

Huron and follow it to our overnight stop in Sarnia. Please note there is approximately 8km of gravel 
roads on the morning ride.  

 
26km – Oil Museum of Canada & Oil Springs – Optional Stop 
• Discover the fascinating history of North America’s first commercial oil wells (built in 1858) at this rural 

museum. There are a number of out buildings and art installations around the property as well as 
fascinating indoor exhibits to enjoy, and view and ride by the original ‘heritage’ oil wells in the area 
surrounding the museum. 

• Note there is admission to enter the museum. 
 
40km – Bridgeview Park & Petrolia – Lunch Stop 
• Enjoy a leisurely lunch in Petrolia at one of the cafes in town, or have a picnic lunch in Bridgeview 

Park.  
• For park, turn right onto Petrolia Line and follow for 500 metres. The park is located on the right side.  
• Public washrooms available at the park. 
 
67km – Brights Grove Beach / Old Lakeshore Rd– Optional Stop 
• Take a refreshment break at Brights Grove Beach on Lake Huron and enjoy some beautiful vistas over 

Lake Huron before continuing on the last leg of the day’s ride west to Sarnia. 
• Public washrooms available on the south side of the road at - Kenwick On The Lake Park. 
• Enjoy cycling on the stunning Old Lakeshore Rd which hugs the Lake Huron Shoreline. 

 
70-80km – Lakeshore Rd 
• Ride into Sarnia on the paved shoulders along Lakeshore Rd, past lakeside homes and cottages.  
• Alternate – take the Howard Watson Nature Trail (unpaved) from Bridgen Street (70km) to Modeland 

Rd (75km) – before rejoining Lakeshore Rd into Sarnia. 
 

80-85km – Bluewater Bike Path and Sarnia Waterfront  
• Roll through beautiful Canatara Park and the paved Bluewater Bike Paths that wind along Sarnia’s 

waterfront.  
• Ride under the impressive Blue Water International Bridge, and continue on to your overnight 

accommodations in Sarnia. 
 

85km – Overnight Stop - Sarnia 
• As you come to the end of your Day 1 ride, check into your pre-booked accommodation and explore 

restaurants in downtown Sarnia or Point Edward. 
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Day 2: Sarnia to Dresden – 77km 
 
Ride Start Location: Sarnia 
 
Leaving Hotel and Connecting to Trail 
• Connect back onto Blue Water Bike Path along Sarnia’s waterfront. View the monument to the Great 

Lakes at Lands Point.  
 

St. Clair River Trail/Parkway (Off-road trails and paved shoulders) 
• After a brief cycle through some of Sarnia’s industrial areas, you will be on the beautiful St. Clair River 

Trail, which is a mix of paved shoulders and off-road trails that hug the shoreline of the St. Clair River, 
for almost 40km of your day’s ride. Enjoy the small towns and villages, cottage properties, waterfront 
parks and historical areas of interest. View the turquoise waters, shipping and recreational vessels, 
and Michigan across the river.  

 
20.5km – Mooretown Centennial Park – Optional Stop 
• Public washrooms are available at the park.   

 
44km – Port Lambton / Brander Park – Lunch Stop 
• Stop for a bite to eat in Port Lambton or continue to Babys Point to have a picnic lunch in Brander Park.  
• Enjoy a break at the riverside with views over the St. Clair River. Public washrooms on site.  

 
75km – Josiah Henson Museum of African Canadian History – Optional Stop 
• Consider visiting this unique and important museum, which documents the life of Josiah Henson, a 

central figure in the Underground Railroad, and the experience of Black refugees from slavery in 
Canada, many of whom settled in the area. Check hours and entry fee.   
 

77km – End of Ride – Return to Parking, Dresden 
• Return to start location and your parked vehicle.  
• We hope you have enjoyed this self guided Ontario By Bike Ride - Sarnia Lambton Loop. 
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